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(5) The manner in which an emer-
gency towline connection would be 
made (which escort vessel will respond, 
how messengers and towlines will be 
passed, etc.); 

(6) Other relevant information pro-
vided by the tanker master, pilot or es-
cort vessel masters. 

PART 169—SHIP REPORTING 
SYSTEMS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
169.1 What is the purpose of this part? 
169.5 How are terms used in this part de-

fined? 
169.10 What geographic coordinates are 

used? 
169.15 Incorporation by reference: Where 

can I get a copy of the publications men-
tioned in this part? 

Subpart B—Establishment of Two Manda-
tory Ship Reporting Systems for the 
Protection of Northern Right Whales 

169.100 What mandatory ship reporting sys-
tems are established by this subpart? 

169.102 Who is the shore-based authority? 
169.105 Where is the northeastern reporting 

system located? 
169.110 When is the northeastern reporting 

system in effect? 
169.115 Where is the southeastern reporting 

system located? 
169.120 When is the southeastern reporting 

system in effect? 
169.125 What classes of ships are required to 

make reports? 
169.130 When are ships required to make re-

ports? 
169.135 How must the reports be made? 
169.140 What information must be included 

in the report? 

Subpart C—Transmission of Long Range 
Identification and Tracking Information 

169.200 What is the purpose of this subpart? 
169.205 What types of ships are required to 

transmit LRIT information (position re-
ports)? 

169.210 Where during its international voy-
age must a ship transmit position re-
ports? 

169.215 How must a ship transmit position 
reports? 

169.220 When must a ship be fitted with 
LRIT equipment? 

169.225 Which Application Service Providers 
may a ship use? 

169.230 How often must a ship transmit posi-
tion reports? 

169.235 What exemptions are there from re-
porting? 

169.240 When may LRIT equipment be 
switched off? 

169.245 What must a ship master do if LRIT 
equipment is switched off or fails to op-
erate? 

AUTHORITY: 33 U.S.C. 1230(d), 1231; 46 U.S.C. 
70115, Department of Homeland Security Del-
egation No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: USCG–1999–5525, 64 FR 29234, June 
1, 1999, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 169.1 What is the purpose of this 
part? 

This subpart prescribes the require-
ments for mandatory ship reporting 
systems. Ship reporting systems are 
used to provide, gather, or exchange in-
formation through radio reports. The 
information is used to provide data for 
many purposes including, but not lim-
ited to: navigation safety, maritime se-
curity and domain awareness, environ-
mental protection, vessel traffic serv-
ices, search and rescue, weather fore-
casting and prevention of marine pollu-
tion. 

[USCG–1999–5525, 64 FR 29234, June 1, 1999, as 
amended by USCG–2005–22612, 73 FR 23318, 
Apr. 29, 2008] 

§ 169.5 How are terms used in this part 
defined? 

As used in this part— 
Administration means the Govern-

ment of the State whose flag the ship 
is entitled to fly. 

Cargo ship means any ship which is 
not a passenger ship. 

Flag Administration means the Gov-
ernment of a State whose flag the ship 
is entitled to fly. 

Gross tonnage means tonnage as de-
fined under the International Conven-
tion on Tonnage Measurement of 
Ships, 1969 (Incorporated by reference, 
see § 169.15). 

Gross tons means vessel tonnage 
measured in accordance with the meth-
od utilized by the flag state adminis-
tration of that vessel. 

High speed craft means a craft that is 
operable on or above the water and is 
capable of a maximum speed equal to 
or exceeding V=3.7×displ .1667, where 
‘‘V’’ is the maximum speed and ‘‘displ’’ 
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is the vessel displacement cor-
responding to the design waterline in 
cubic meters. 

High speed passenger craft means a 
high speed craft carrying more than 12 
passengers. 

International voyage means a voyage 
from a country to which the present 
International Convention for the Safe-
ty of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974 applies 
to a port outside such country, or con-
versely. For U.S. ships, such voyages 
will be considered to originate at a 
port in the United States, regardless of 
when the voyage actually began. Such 
voyages for U.S. ships will continue 
until the ship returns to the United 
States from its last foreign port. 

Long range identification and tracking 
(LRIT) information or position report 
means a report containing the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) The identity of the ship; 
(2) The position of the ship (latitude 

and longitude); and 
(3) The date and time of the position 

provided. 
LRIT Data Center means a center es-

tablished by a SOLAS Contracting 
Government or a group of Contracting 
Governments, or in the case of the 
International Data Center, by IMO, to 
request, receive, process, and archive 
LRIT information. An LRIT Data Cen-
ter may be National, Regional, Co-op-
erative or International. 

Mandatory ship reporting system 
means a ship reporting system that re-
quires the participation of specified 
vessels or classes of vessels, and that is 
established by a government or govern-
ments after adoption of a proposed sys-
tem by the International Maritime Or-
ganization (IMO) as complying with all 
requirements of regulation V/8–1 of the 
International Convention for the Safe-
ty of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended 
(SOLAS), except paragraph (e) thereof. 

Mobile offshore drilling unit means a 
self-propelled vessel capable of engag-
ing in drilling operations for the explo-
ration or exploitation of subsea re-
sources. 

Passenger ship means a ship that car-
ries more than 12 passengers. 

Self-propelled ships means ships pro-
pelled by mechanical means. 

Shore-based authority means the gov-
ernment appointed office or offices 

that will receive the reports made by 
ships entering each of the mandatory 
ship reporting systems. The office or 
offices will be responsible for the man-
agement and coordination of the sys-
tem, interaction with participating 
ships, and the safe and effective oper-
ation of the system. Such an authority 
may or may not be an authority in 
charge of a vessel traffic service. 

United States means the States of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, American Samoa, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and any other terri-
tory or possession of the United States. 

[USCG–1999–5525, 66 FR 58070, Nov. 20, 2001, as 
amended by USCG–2005–22612, 73 FR 23318, 
Apr. 29, 2008] 

§ 169.10 What geographic coordinates 
are used? 

Geographic coordinates expressed in 
terms of latitude or longitude, or both, 
are not intended for plotting on maps 
or charts where the referenced hori-
zontal datum is the North American 
Datum of 1983 (NAD 83), unless such ge-
ographic coordinates are expressly la-
beled NAD 83. Geographic coordinates 
without the NAD 83 reference may be 
plotted on maps or charts referenced to 
NAD 83 only after application of the 
appropriate corrections that are pub-
lished on the particular map or chart 
being used. 

§ 169.15 Incorporation by reference: 
Where can I get a copy of the publi-
cations mentioned in this part? 

(a) Certain material is incorporated 
by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition 
other than that specified in this sec-
tion, the Coast Guard must publish no-
tice of change in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and the material must be avail-
able to the public. All approved mate-
rial is available for inspection at the 
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration (NARA). For information on 
the availability of this material at 
NARA, call 202–741–6030 or go to http:// 
www.archives.gov/federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. Also, it is available 
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